


























NUMBER XxXXI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuursvday, Auguf the 2d, 1753. 








Fatut te incautum pietas tua. Virc 
To Mr. Fitrz-ADAm™M. 
S1 ad 

Ea CIM C YS OU will be told at the clofe of this 
ony a PaaS) AS letter the reafon why you are trou- 
Cae ON ig Path bled. with it. ITamaclergyman; and 
pues y ey one, I hope, —_ has hitherto, as 
Sid) | octséa near as the wong ections of his na- 
bea, se Loe ture would adinit, performed the du- 
ise ete BS 2 dias of his function. I hope alfo 
CAS CE RK Joes that | fhall give no offence by fay- 


ing, hie ‘Th we been more dons in teaching the 
moral duties of chriitianity, than in explaining its myfte- 
ries, or 12 gaining the affent of men’s tongues to what 
their minds can have no conception of. The great 
duty of benevolence, as it was always my fecond care to 
incu.cate, fo it was my fecond delight to practice. - But I 
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am conftrained by a fatal fucceflion of experiences to de- 
clare, that I have been unhappy in the fame proportion 
that I have been benevolent; and have debafed Myfelf, as 
-often as I have endeavoured to raife the dignity of hu- 
man nature. 


In the year one thoufand feven hundred and thirty 
eight, when I was curate of a parifh in York, the fol- 
lowing article appeared in all tae London news-papers. 


« York, March 25th. This day William Wyatt 
« and John Sympfon were executed here for houfe- 
‘© breaking. [hey behaved in a very penitent manner, 
‘“‘ but made no confeffion. At the tree the hangman 
“* was intoxicated with liquor; and fuppofing there 
“« were three ordered for execution, was going to put 
*«« one of the ropes about the parfon’s neck as he ftood 
** in the cart, and was with much difficulty prevented 
“« by the goaler from fo doing.” 


Tuts parfon, fir, was myfelf; and indeed every part 
of the article was literally true, except that the goaler 
was equally intoxicated with the hangman, and that it 
was not till after the rope was forced about my neck; 
and the cart juft going off, that the fheriff’s officers in- 
terfered and rectified the miftake. 


Tuus was I in danger of an ignominious death by 
‘performing the duties of my office, and, from a tender 
regard to the fouls of thefe poor wretches, watching 
their laft moments in order to foften their hearts, and 
bring them to a confeffion of the crime :for which they 
were to fuffer. But the indignity offered to me at the 
gallows was not all. There are in York, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, as well as in London, {coffers at the «clergy ; 
and I affure you upon the veracity of my funétion, that 
I hardly ever walked the ftreets of that city afterwards, 
without being faluted by the name of the ha/f-hanged 
parfon. | 

Time had f{carcely taken off the edge of this ridicule, 
when a worfe accident befell me. It was my misfor- 
tune to fend an advertifement to the daily advertifer, fet- 
ting forth, ‘© That if a certain young woman” (who 
happened, though I knew it not, to be the moft noted 
harlot upon the town, and who then kept a coffee- houfe 
in Covent-Garden) ‘* would apply to the reverend Mr. 
“© W. B.” (which was myfelf, and my name printed at 
full Iength) ‘* at the blue boar inn in Holbourn, the 
would hear of fomething greatly to her advantage.” 
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Tue occafion of this advertifement was literally thus. 
The young woman in queftion had formerly been a fer- 
vant at York, and had been bafely and wickedly fedu- 
ced by her mafter; who dying a few years after, and 
feeling the utmoft remorfe for fo injurious an at, was 
willing to make this unhappy creature all the atone- 
ment in his power, by putting privately into my hands a 
hundred pounds to be paid her at his deceate; and as 
he fuppofed her tobe in fome obfcure fervice in Londun, 
he conjured me in the moft folemn manner to find her 
out, and to deliver the money into her own hands. 


Ir was to acquit myfelf of this truft that I came up 
to town, and put the above-mentioned advertifement 
into the daily advertifer. The young woman in confc- 
quence of it came the fame day to my inn, and having 
convinced me that fhe was the real perfon (though I 
wondered to fee her fo fine a lady) and having received 
the donation with great modefty and thankfulnefs, very 
obligingly invited me to a refidence at her houfe during 
my ftay in London. I made her my acknowledgments, 
and the more readily embraced the propofal, ag fhe ad- 
ded that her houfe was large, and that the young ladies, 
her lodgers (for fhe lett lodgings, fhe faid, to young lu- 
dies) were particularly pleafed with the converfation of 
the clergy. 


I pinepD with her that day, and continued till even- 
ing in the houfe, without the leaft fufpicion of the occu- 
pation of its inhabitants ; though I could not help obfer- 
ving that they treated me with extraordinary freedom ; 
that their bofoms were uncovered ; and that they were 
not quite fo fcrupulous upon certain occafions as our 
Yorkfhire young women: but as I had never been in 
town before, and had heard great talk of the freedom of 
London ladies, I concluded that it was the fafhionable 
behaviour ; which though I did not extremely like, I 
forbore through good manners to find fault with. At 
about feven in the evening, as I was drinking tea with 
two of the ladies, I was broke in upon by fome young 
gentlemen, one of whom happened to be the fon of a 
near neighbour of mine at York, who the moment he 
faw me {wore a great oath, ‘“‘ That I was the honefteft 
“© parfon in England; for that the boldeft wencher of 
‘¢ them all would fcruple to be fitting in a public room 
‘© ata bawdy-houfe with a brace of whores, without 


** locking the door.” 
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A ‘LoupD laugh, in which all the company joined, pre- 
vented my reproving this young gentleman as I thought 
he deferved ; but the language and behaviour of the la- 
dies to eel: gentlemen, and their coarfe and indecent 
jefts beth upon me and upon my cloth, opened my eyes 
to fee where and with whom I was. I ran down ftairs 
with the utmoft precipitation, and early the next morn- 
ing took horfe for York ; where by the ailiduity of the 
above-mentioned young gentleman, my ftory arrived 
before me, and I was ridiculed by half my acquaintance 
for putting myfelf to the trouble and expence of a jour- 
ney to town for a brace of wenches, aon I muft un- 
doubtedly have known that a fcore of them at York 
would gladly have obliged me for half the money. 


Ir was in vain for me to afiert my innocence by tell- 
ing the whole ftory ; I was a fecond time made ridicu- 
lous, and my function rendered ufelefs in the place 
where 1 lived, by the punctual performance of my duty, 
in religioufly obferving the laft requeft of a dying friend. 


I quitrep York foon after this laft difgrace, and got 
recommended, though with fome difficulty, to a cur: md 
in Lincolnfhire. Here I lived happily for a contiderable 
time, and became the favourite companion of the {quire 
of the parifh. He was a keen fportfman, hearty i in his 
friendfhips, bitter in his refentments, and implacable to 
poachers. It fo happened, that from about the time of 
my coming to the parifh, this gentleman’s park and the 
country about it were fo fhamefully robbed of hares, tha 
every body was exclaiming againit the thief. For my 
own part, as I thought it my duty to detect knavery of 

every kind, and was fond of every occafion of teftifying 
my gratitude to my patron, I walked out early and late 
to difcover this midnight robber. At laft 1 f{ucceeded in 
my fearch, and ca ght him in the very act of laying his 
fnares; and who fhould he be but the game-keeper of 
my benefactor! 'Phis impudent fellow, who faw himfelf 
deteted, had the addreis to cry out thief firft; and fei- 
zing me by the collar, late as it was, dragged me to his 
maiter’s houfe. 1 was really iv aftonifhed at his confum- 
mate aflurance, that I heard myieif accufed without the 
power of {peaking ; andas a fariher proof of my guilt, 
there was fou “y upon fearching me, a great yuantity of 
wire and other things, the ufe of which was ennty 
obvious, and which my wicked accufer had artfully con- 
veyed into my pocket as he was leading me to my judze. 
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To be as little prolix as Ican, I was imprifoned, tried, 
and convicted of the fact; and after having fuffered the 
utmoft rigour of the law, was obliged at laft to take thel- 
ter in town, to avoid the thoufand indignities that were 
offered me in the country. 


To particularize every misfortune that has happened 
to me in London, would be to exceed the bounds of your 
paper. I fhall’ only inform you of the occurrences of 
laft night. 


Ir was paft twelve when I was returning to my lod- 
gings from vifiting a fick friend. As I paffed along the 
Strand I heard at a little diftance from me the found of 
blows and the fcreams of a woman. I quickened my 
pace, and immediately perceived a very pretty young crea- 
ture upon her knees, intreating a foldier for mercy, who 
by the fury in his looks, and his uplifted cudgel, feemed 
determined to fhew none. Common humanity, as well 
as a fenfe of my duty, impelled me to ftop and make my 
remonftrances to this barbarous man. The effects of 
thefe remonftrances were, that I foon after found myfelf 
upon the ground, awaked as it were froma trance, with 
_ my head broke, my body bruifed, my pockets rifled, and 
the foldier and his lady no where to be found. — 


Aras! Mr. Fitz-Adam, if this had been the only 
misfortune of the night, I had gone home contented ; 
but I had a feverer one to undergo. I was comforting 
myfelf as I walked along that I had ated the part of a 
chriftian in regard to thefe wretches ; when a loud cry of 
thieves and murder, and immediately after it the fight of 
a gentleman ftruggling with two ill-looking fellows a- 
gain alarmed me. All bruifed and bloody as I was, I 
flew without hefitation to his affiftance; and being of 
an athletic make and conftitution, ina very few minutes 
delivered him from their clutches ; who as foon as he faw 
himfelf at liberty, made the moft natural ufe of it—by 
running away. I was now left tothe mercy of two 
ftreet-robhers, as I thought them, both of whom had fo 
fecurcly faitened upon me as to prevent my efcape. But 
while I was beginning to tell them that 1 had been 
already robbed, to my utter confufion they difcovered 
to me that they were bailiffs; that they had arrefted 
the perfon whom I refcued for thirty pounds; and that I 
muft give fecurity for the debt, or go inftantly to 
prifon. 

To come to the clofe of my unhappy narration, they 


carried me to one of their houfes: from whence I fent to 
the 
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the landlord where I lodged, who having fomething more 
than thirty pounds of mine in his hands (all that I am 
worth in the world!) was kind enough to bail me. From 
a principle of confcience (knowing that I had teally made 
myfelf the debtor) I would have paid the money imme- 
diately, if it had not occurred to me that the gentleman 
whom I delivered would upon reading thefe particulars 
in the Wortp be honourable enough to remit me the 
furn I ftand engaged for on hisaccount. As foonas I fee 
this letter inferted, I fhall make myfelf known to Mr. 
Dodfley, to whom T defire that the money may be paid: 
or if the gentleman chufes to come in perfon and difcharge 


my bail, Mr. Dodfley will be able to inform him at what 
place I may be found. 


I nrc your immediate publication of this letter, and 
am, 


STR, 
Your moft faithful fervant, 
W. B. 


P. S. I forbore to make any mention of the Watciu 
in my account of laft night, becaufe I faw none. [ 
fuppofe that it was not a proper time either for their 
walking their rounds, or for appearing at their ftands. 
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